WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
School of Humanities and Leadership

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  ENGL 1302.VC02– Composition and Reading
	
Term and Year: Spring 2024- 1st 8 weeks

Full Name of Instructor: Dr. Maria O’Connell

Office Phone and Email: maria.o’connell@wbu.edu    Text 806-224-8234

Office Hours,, and Location: I’m available on email and text.

Class Meeting Time and Location: Online

Catalog Description: Readings from imaginative literature; the research paper and shorter critical and interpretive essays. Should be taken in your first year of enrollment.

Prerequisite: ENGL1301
 
Required Textbook and Resources:  We will use online resources.

Optional Materials:  Good computer access to access Blackboard and turn in assignments 
Course Outcome Competencies:  Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to:
1. Comprehend the importance of imaginative literature as it relates to other disciplines, the University’s liberal arts mission, and the world at large.
	2.  Discuss three major literary genres:  short fiction, poetry, and drama.
	3.  Identify and analyze basic elements of literature.
4.  Use and refine reading, research, and writing skills to support a clear point of view in regard to a piece of literature.
5.  Demonstrate the ability to read critically and communicate persuasively.

The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.

Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy. 

Additional Attendance Requirements:  The course outcomes for this class are dependent upon daily attendance so that each student is actively involved in discussing the daily reading and doing in-class writing.  Daily grades can only be completed if student is in attendance.  If you wish to replace a zero for a participation grade, you may visit the University Writing Center. If you have no zeroes to replace, then a visit to the Writing Center can result in extra credit for one assignment.   Because we do a large amount of in-class reading and writing, it is in your best interest to be in class. Assignments are due either on Blackboard or to me (I will specify which) before class time on their due date! Late assignments will be penalized, so do not wait until the last minute to begin or wait to ask questions if you do not understand. Acceptance of late work is at my discretion. No late work will be accepted after the last week of class, no exceptions.

Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
Link to Statement on Academic Integrity

You are allowed to use generative AI to look for sources or better understand a prompt, but you must get all your quotations from the course textbook and cite with the textbook page numbers. You should verify that any sources cited are real.  YOU MUST PROVIDE a WORKS-CITED ENTRY for the AI used, according to MLA style.  The majority of any written assignment must be written by the student. 
iv. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty
You are allowed to use generative AI to look for sources or better understand a prompt, but you must get all your quotations from the course textbook and cite with the textbook page numbers. You should verify that any sources cited are real.  YOU MUST PROVIDE a WORKS-CITED ENTRY for the AI used.  The majority of any written assignment must be written by the student. 
ii. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction from your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
iv. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty

Grade Appeals
Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the  Academic  Catalog.  Appeals  may  not  be  made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or  course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:  Students will provide evidence of successful completion of the course outcome competencies by:

· Discussion and in-class assignments that will test students’ knowledge of the assigned reading.
· Producing essays of various length demonstrating understanding and competency of reading and writing skills
· This is a literature class: You must read the assigned work in order to fully participate in class and develop the skills for critical reading. Readings must be done BEFORE the due date in class. 

	Means of Assessment
	· 

	Daily Discussion 
	· 40%

	Fiction analysis
	· 20%

	Poetry analysis
	· 20%

	Drama Analysis
	· 20%



Schedule of Readings (Subject to change as necessary) Readings for each date must be read in time for class:
Module 1: Readings and Assignments for Fiction (Dec. 15-18)
Dec 18th-Questionnaire due

Module 2:  Poetry (December 19-23)
Dec. 23rd -Questionnaire due

Module 3: Drama (Jan 4-10)
Jan 10:  Questionnaire due
	










